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ranked as one of Arizona’s fastest growing 
communities, and it is my great privilege to ac-
knowledge this important milestone. 

Avondale began as an agricultural commu-
nity, as many in Arizona. William Moore built 
the community’s first establishments. As the 
area attracted more settlers through its pleas-
ant climate and favorable farming conditions, a 
post office was built at the Avondale Ranch in 
the early 1900’s, lending the town its current 
name. On December 16, 1946, Avondale was 
incorporated as a city, and by then was an im-
portant part of the state’s capitol. 

Today, Avondale has reached a population 
exceeding 70,000, and has much to offer its 
residents. To keep up with the population’s 
demands, the city offers a wide variety of aca-
demic establishments, arts festivals, among 
other cultural attractions, and is a favored des-
tination of NASCAR fans. Because of these 
draws and the accomplishments of residents, 
Avondale enjoys a growth rate among the Na-
tion’s highest, and expects to reach 120,000 
residents by 2020. 

Avondale has come a long way from its ag-
ricultural beginnings. It is my great pleasure to 
congratulate them on this landmark. 
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the leadership and 
dedication to public service of Lieutenant Gen-
eral Jerry Sinn, who has provided exemplary 
stewardship of the Army’s resources and 
budgeting for the past 7 years. Beginning as 
a ‘‘tunnel rat’’ in Vietnam, Lieutenant General 
Sinn has retired as the Army’s budget chief 
after 39 years in uniform. 

After being drafted in 1968, Jerry Sinn was 
soon commissioned as a second lieutenant in 
the Corps of Engineers. The Army sent him to 
Vietnam shortly thereafter, where he fought as 
a tunnel rat—one of the deadliest missions in 
that conflict—and led a Rome Plow team. 
Throughout his career, he has never stopped 
inspiring, guiding and teaching soldiers— 
whether as a company commander in Korea, 
a mathematics instructor at West Point, a bat-
talion commander with the Big Red One, an 
assistant chief of staff of VII Corps, a brigade 
commander in the 3rd Infantry Division, or 
commander of the Corps of Engineers’ North 
Atlantic Division. 

Lieutenant General Sinn has spent the last 
7 years of his military career in the Pentagon 
as the Army’s top uniformed budget official. 
His ideas, acumen, finesse and good humor 
were essential to guiding the Army from being 
a force at peace to a force at war. General 
Sinn oversaw the unprecedented growth in re-
sources and mission since 2001, dedicating 
himself to ensuring that every soldier was 
properly equipped and trained. He looked after 
families, initiating and pushing numerous pro-
grams to improve their quality of life. And he 
made sure that everyone involved in financial 
management understood the importance of 
their work. General Sinn inspired the civilians 
and the uniformed members of Army financial 
management to do their very best and ap-

proach their tasks with the same vigor as the 
soldier on the battlefield. He also provided 
counsel to the Army leadership, the Defense 
Department, the Office of Management and 
Budget and many members of Congress. 

General Sinn earned a Purple Heart and 
two Bronze Stars, both with oak leaf clusters 
and one with a V Device, among many other 
medals and awards. He lived the Soldier’s 
Creed with great pride and dignity. He always 
placed the mission first. He never accepted 
defeat. He never quit. And though he could 
have, he never left a fallen comrade. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout his youth in North 
Dakota, Jerry Sinn thought he would follow in 
his parents’ footsteps, raising cattle and grow-
ing wheat. The U.S. Army, and his many sup-
porters in Congress, are grateful that he de-
voted his life to public service instead. Please 
join me in thanking him for those 39 years of 
selflessness, and wish him well in his future 
endeavors. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Grace Church in the Borough 
of Madison, Morris County, New Jersey, a vi-
brant community I am proud to represent! On 
November 4, 2006, the good citizens of Madi-
son celebrated Grace Church’s 150th Anniver-
sary. 

Grace Church, the oldest building in Madi-
son, New Jersey still being used for its original 
purpose, is one of the largest congregations in 
the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. The first 
church service was held on April 13, 1856. 
When completed, the building, including bell 
and organ, cost about $9000 and seated two 
hundred persons. One hundred and fifty years 
later Grace Church is undergoing a 
$3,000,000 capital campaign to enlarge the 
existing structure to meet the needs of a still 
growing congregation. 

The earlier years in the history of Grace 
Church were marked by building and consoli-
dating, participation of a wide segment of the 
community: black and white, abolitionist and 
slave owners, recent immigrants and colonial 
heirs. A new era for Grace Church arrived 
when more than ninety millionaires moved to 
Morristown and neighboring towns, many of 
whom were Episcopalian. Their generosity en-
abled the church to enlarge, but, unfortunately, 
membership did not grow as there was no 
need to broaden the financial base with in-
creased membership. That changed after 
World War II, with the population explosion 
that followed the war and the resulting exodus 
to the suburbs. This brought Grace Church to 
a new era in its history and in the 1950’s the 
church underwent a major expansion. 

Today Grace Church’s congregation in-
cludes parishioners from all the neighboring 
towns and its primary focus is outreach. A 
wonderful choir, with members of all ages, a 
large and active youth program, and many 
adult ministries fill the church 7 days a week. 
Under the leadership of the Reverend Lauren 
Ackland, the membership continues to grow. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Grace Church of 

Madison on the celebration of its 150 years 
serving its parishioners County. 
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Thursday, December 7, 2006 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to a group of patriots 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
United States space community has been ex-
ceptional. For the past 2 years I have served 
as the Chairman of the Science Subcommittee 
on Space and Aeronautics and have had the 
honor to work with a staff comprised of some 
of the best and brightest in the fields of space 
and earth science, aeronautics and space ex-
ploration. 

In the 2 years that I’ve been Chairman, the 
staff has worked diligently to implement the 
President’s Vision for Space Exploration, 
maintain robust science and aeronautics pro-
grams and open opportunities for the private 
sector and space entrepreneurs. In short, they 
have tried to give America’s space-farers the 
‘‘Rules and Tools’’ to succeed in the Second 
Space Age. Last year, the President signed 
into law the first NASA Authorization Act in 5 
years. Anyone can tell you how difficult it is to 
draft legislation that must balance the many 
needs of the Agency’s various stakeholders 
while keeping the original Vision intact. The 
majority subcommittee staff worked tirelessly 
to secure passage and I commend their hard 
work and dedication. It certainly has paid off— 
NASA is charging full speed ahead with the 
Vision for Space Exploration and a commit-
ment to ten healthy centers. 

The subcommittee completed several reso-
lutions commending successful shuttle 
launches and their crews; conducted hearings 
on a wide range of topics including ‘‘The Fu-
ture of Aeronautics at NASA,’’ ‘‘Future Market 
for Commercial Space,’’ and ‘‘The NASA 
Workforce’’; and conducted several legislative 
mark-up hearings on other relevant bills. The 
subcommittee even conducted the first hearing 
in Congressional history with a witness testi-
fying from space when NASA astronaut John 
Phillips, a member of the crew aboard the 
International Space Station in June 2005, par-
ticipated via satellite. The efforts of the sub-
committee staff also enabled me to visit all of 
NASA’s Centers, including the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory and the Applied Physics Labora-
tory, during the 109th Congress. None of this 
would have been possible without the intel-
ligence and perseverance of the staff. 

At this time I would like to recognize the in-
dividuals responsible for the subcommittee’s 
many accomplishments: 

Bill Adkins, former Staff Director. Bill was a 
thoughtful advisor and an influential force in 
the passage of the NASA Authorization Act 
during the 18 months we worked together. 

Johannes Loschnigg, current Staff Director. 
Johannes has done a terrific job and has of-
fered solid leadership to the subcommittee. 

Ed Feddeman, Professional Staff. Ed is the 
resident expert on aeronautics and space 
science. I have appreciated his depth of 
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